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2% April 1975

The Honorable James R. Sch1651nger .

The Secretary of Defense .
Jim: ‘

Following up our conversation this aflternoon, .
attached is a summary of the evidence suggesting that one
of North Vietnam's principal motives at this point may.
be to humiliate the U.S. Essentially, we believe Hanoil
is taking certain actions which arc not militarily
necessary for the defeat of Saigon, but which could well
be intended to make it impossible for the U.S5. to lecave
South Vietnam with even a shred of dignity.

If the North Vietnamese in fact do intend to force
the U.S. to evacuate in panic, leaving behind practically
all of its South Vietnamese friends, the North Vietnamese
could make the evacuation even of the remaining Americans
{(alone) a messy and bloody undertaking. - They are or
soon will be physically capable of interdicting both
air and sea movement. They can probably prevent the latter
and make the former a very hazardous exercise in which some
planes are sure to be shot down. Also, ‘even heavy sapper
activity inside Saigon, let alone actual attack by conven--
tional forces pressing on its outskirts,could quickly
produce a Danang-type panic, which would be a nightmare
resembling the innermost circle of Dante's Inferno. In
rage and desperation, at least some Vietnamese could be
almost certain to vent their frustrations on whatever
Americans happen to be handy or within their range of -
vision. ‘ _

A representative example of the North Vietnamese
statements alluded to in the attached note is the also
appended 22 April commentdry printed in Quan Doi Nhan
Dan. This is Hanoi's daily military paper.

GGOI'L?)LJ Ve WL vVeI, Jr.
Deputy for National Intelligence Officers
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23 April 1975

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Possible North VLetuamQSG Intention to Humiliate the
United States

1. As the Communists press closer to dealing the GVN a final
military defeat, there is a spectre that they may attempt to inflict
an open humiliation on the United States evacuation process. The -
evidence on this matter is not conclusive, and much of it can be ex—
plained in terms of what the Communists would be doing in any case in
" preparing for a final military push against Saigon. In any event, the
particular items which are possibly germane on this subject are:

-~ The attempt to move SA~2 missiles into Mililtary
Region 3 which could be used-to restrict the use
of Tan Son Nhut Airbase. '

~~ The probable detection of a FIRE CAN radar aboutb
eight miles from Tan Son Nhut which would indicate
that the Communists have AAA weapons in the area.

—-— Three or four incidents of ground fire against air-
craft taking off from Tan Son Nhut, and the sighting
of what may have been a SA~7 firing against one
US plane.

—— ARVN intercepts of Communist messages suggesting
that a three~pronged attack against Tan Son Nhut
may be imminent.

—~— The movement of Communist Fforces down the Vietnamese
coastline toward Vung Tau; its capture would largely
deny the use of the Saigon River as an evacuation route.

—— Statements in Communist broadcasts and propaganda
that while the Americans could easily depart South
Vietnam, the US is moving ships and aircraft into the
area in numbers far in excess of what is needed.

The Communists describe this as a perfidious trick
to "force" the evacuation of Vietnamese —— a ploy
which the Communists would resist.
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2.
docision
theless,
that the

None of this information necessarily reflacts a Comwmunist

Lo somshow dmpadae or prevent the US evacuation procoss.  Nong-
taken as a whole, these indications polut roward the possibility
Communists are trying to create conditions whereby the US

evacuation is carried out under conditions that make it impossible to
extract any significant numbers of Vietnamese —— that is, a gsituation
where it would be evident to all concernad that the US was forced to

flee under duress and in panic.
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A numder of Western naws agensles also presented Yran er uengtls h?ogr"tfﬂy

Srak he was apncinted ’J_‘,' the U,S,-Bilom ¢liz
Tias ko T LT

Jarmary 19065, shen the bni

and sent U.8 *‘r'oors to dircatiy invads-—-tiw T Sovtthein mart of cun CeuntI) Ly
1969, HNixon once _again-sepsiiiced Ian Van Mors puppet plile migis nor, 1357,
Ruong has-tedf 1ike Thieuls Baadow,

QUAN DOI NHAN DA.H: FORD MUST WITHDARAY AMERICANS - IMMEDIATETY

Hanoi In Viebramesas to V:Le am 2200 GHT 21 Apd SG

[C:UA'N DOX NHAN DAN 22 April commentary: "lhe Fest Way Is To fomediately,. Quickly and

Completely Bring the Americans Home?)

[Text] The Ford administration 1s making a fuss
and those Vietramese "eollaborating with she Unl
repeatedly sent representatives to Conglsss tc- tentl
the evacuation. The U,8, Siate Deparsment and hhe Yo
in their daily briefings. The Whibte House has put U, wall on d;’w‘u ~ad
opardy stated that nine carriers and c‘edummrs “dnelunding ma Eni:_erprise, Msray,.
Hanceck, and Coral Sea, the halizophex ':'.1"‘"’"7'““ OXiraw: AT carrying
some 4,000 U,8, Mavives, weve mowing Houaxd thae yntawm Tiatn “ready to I
a:t‘t_uipa»a in the evazuation of fmewi am’;“

b
=4 S“crz'?:,,.s.," ’.Jh Wnite ‘fo 32 b;
sull 1 A ppx’o pr:;zz ‘.is nk oy

The Ford administration is purposely making o zreat sz over ﬂl s 10 e to galb
additional ald for the U.8, lackey cligue in Szigon 30 it ¢ yar and
sabotage the Parls agresment, and, more dangsrously, 85 Lhe Uni;ted States can wuse this
a3 a pratext for sontiming its nilikary involvewment and intervzasion in Souih Visbnam
In the hope of checklng the offensivas ard uprisings of the Soul zimamese broups
and people and averbing the ooliapse of ifs lacskey cligua.,

Clearsighted U,S. public opinion points out that the Pord adeinis m‘a bicn, ¥hile

talking about the evacuablon of Amerlcans, 15 zcbually &rying ‘bo maintain U,8, mili‘bm’y-

advisers in the guise of civilians, using whaltever orebeitt ©o dalay the withdrawsl

of the Americans. This 1la by the Vord sdainisiration has bcen axposned Ly bhe U4,
Senate Forelgn Relations Comnitiee which has denounced the Yord acministration for
making roundabout argunents concerning the withdrawnl of Amevicans, Par from bringing
them home, Ford has Increased the rumber of Americans in Saigon many times over what
it was in the 10 days prior %o 16 April, UPI reported on 1§ Apeil.,

et

’J

It must also be pointed out that in sending U,S. «’!lllu—“‘l‘*j pm‘smmal disguisad as
eivillans to operate sacrelly and illezally In South Vieinam over the paai z
the U,3, administration has sericusily violated the Pardis agreaxmm, I the United
Stotes had thoroughly respected and scrupulously implemsnted the Paris agresn
immediately after 1t was signed, there would be o guazation of the evacuabion of
Amervicans such as is now being raised, '
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2 tha prataxt of evac 'Lavj;s

P 3 Re

¥aw, Bha Borad administrabion Iz wusd
AtoToiNra as At ol A3 .’-9311"-1‘)-7“1

e - N A o v
PR 'J.'Lu%ﬂ‘, e S S R 2

wan ol

o r;;y); rawa Bhat bhe evasuation of oriy abent 4,000 U.S. =mililary advigars froxn ixen,
an the U.8. adandnisziratinn nas zud 15, whieh has nrosptad the Pord aduinistration %o .o
Aany 24 PAye carriers, Tour landing crafit, huedreds of alrera®t end Fhousanday of Ui
?&:r-’re wndar the divach commnd of Adaleml Gaylew, cormandsr In chlef of bhae U.S, ;_r;»;“
Toreas In bhe Baeiflo, dndo Soubh Yiebramess wadsrs, Iz abrormal, The trukh is the® the
Pard adalviatration does ret wand to wibthiraw U,S. nililary pavsomiel Srom Soubh Yiefuam,
7 i% did, the means that The Unibed Sabes iz uvslng %o bring weapona bo The lackays znd
to kidmap shildren o ths Mxlled States and other forelgn mumria: are gulflcient o
wiacuale Bhags Anevicans In a vary sharh bime, even in o rlqy, wibhouk wyye dtt’f;fu,,,,v o

-

obabaoia,

Ford doss yo% oors Por The lizes of fAwmerieads and Viebrarnese 'ipl‘,;iiw'{’ WED 2eDTE oi Lndke
AJg 5T tha vn_tszd Shatez, The real convern of The Ford admindsirabler iz o conbimae
%ho U,5. nsotplonlalist rolley in Scudh Viedram and Tr oprse the asplirablong of the
Seubh Viebtanmess peonls for peaze, independsnes, derperasy and mbloral concord and
tholy "'ig 15 to ﬂalf«ﬂa"-;emmtﬂsn. :

. . ’ - - . .’ . - “-, -
*’ﬁ“d "l(..m....uiﬁtl"‘?.b..ﬂn'.] aw:x:::wt wt the fals of fo:*&:ig;u 3"’*&‘3.3'&1’\'%3%}9. Ineiuding huwerle
am, arnd Tielramess collalwrabors, ars »erely hyrtoerisy and a Blatand d:l.s“u-rm’e'ian ::’vf.”

ﬁm TRERST s ,jm« and humsnilarisn policias, The current sland and ab¥ibude of &

RESSY sre slearly refiecbad in Sha Lt-msind and ga‘?‘en-;mijx.t rodicles wnilsh ave h:ring-
'.mel-e“.en 24 in the 7ast 1lberabed meone, az well aa dn The 20 Apeil sialement on the ovatue
ation of fmericany, Tn Itz sbabtenmanisy of 7, 12 and 20 Apeil 1975, the PRGRIV olsariy
moinded oud theb az The Soubh Viechnamess peoylle Insurasd safety for the wibhdrawel of bers
of thonsands of U.8, 2xpedibiommry bowops following thr signing of The Farda agresment,

" R

thave wowld werdainiy bz po ALLPIendly or obstasle tn the withdrawal of V.5, milidary
Bty "

porsonnet siw ave 1il2zally wressab in Zsubh Viedrvawm du fre gulae mi‘ elviliang,

-~

To Answes pafeby Lor Amerieawns, who ara i nliliary pergonnel d:’::sguzsaﬁ aa slyilians,
’n.g Ford "ulmu"!‘!.a trakion wish falke Thom hope Jrmediztely. TP $he Ford adelniasbrabion
=EANY waeds Bo bake advantags of Shs eracuatlon of Amsrigans to sontime 1is mililaey
Trvolrenent s:.nd Aﬂlﬁﬁﬂe'ﬂ)ﬁmn in Soukh Tiotwmam, 4% mumd Taaw £0ll reaporsibilliby bolone
tee American people for all comgsguenses avrising from i¥s aobs. :

QUAM 00X SHAN DAN BALS LIRTRATION OF BIUWA THUAY FROVIECE
Harsdl Domazila Ssreloes In Viebwawmese J1OU OXT 21 sy 45 s8G

{698 DOT HEAW DAY 21 Agedl commentary: "Bixh Ulman Hag Swashed the Xosb Frewy Bslfenze
Iine in the Spubhernmest Fart of Trung Fo )

[Toxh] Idke tThe wavas of the sazfern sea mounbing graduaily, the vigorous offensives
v upplsings of The comgairisbs and combatanbs in southern Trang Eo hawa suept avay
he U.8. nepeslondalizt way machlnery in this inwriant ares.
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